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her, and perhaps the reader, with a proposal of marriage, which
she rejects, stigmatizing his pride and the alleged wrongs done
to Wickham. His long letter of exculpation gives her food for
thought, and may be regarded as of decisive moment in the
drama. She sees that there is another side to the case put by
Wickham; Colonel Fitzwilliam's talk about Darcy sinks in, and
combined with other facts tends to open her eyes. Things begin
to move decisively in the fourth act, of which the big event-is the
visit to Pemberley. Whilst Elizabeth and her fellow-tourists the
Gardiners are being shown round this famous mansion, they are
astonished and she is much embarrassed by the arrival of its
owner, who pays them such pointed attentions that the Gardiners
are inclined to suspect a more than ordinary intimacy between
him and her. Is Darcy still in love? Elizabeth cannot help
thinking so, and she feels her resistance melting away. But when
a fresh proposal seems imminent from Darcy, all such ideas are
turned to derision by the terrible news that her sister Lydia has
eloped with Wickham. Obviously, Darcy's pride, however much
he may be in love, will never stoop to an alliance with a family
so disgraced. Elizabeth's distress, sharpened by remorse for her
lack of prudence in not warning her family against Wickham, is
further embittered by the sense that she could have loved Darcy
now, " when all love must be vain."
The            But now comes the final act, with one surprise following fast
climax Upon another. Elizabeth's father and her excellent uncle Mr
Gardiner are in quest of the runaways in London $ and before long
news arrives that the pair have been traced, and that pressure has
been put upon Wickham and the wherewithal provided to induce
him to make Lydia an honest woman. Mr Gardiner is supposed
to have done all this; but the giddy Lydia coming home un-
abashed with her husband lets out that Darcy had been present
at the wedding. What can it mean ? Lizzie writes off at once to
inquire of her aunt, and learns by return of post that the person
who had taken the chief part in rescuing her sister was no other
than Darcy. He pretended to have done it because he held
himself responsible for the mischief done by Wickham. But was
there not a more powerful motive? Elizabeth cannot be sure.
The situation is still an enigma. It is not cleared up even by